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industries. It was in flourishing condition during this period.
Thogata, Sale, Jandra, and Kurni were the communities
specialised in the art of weaving.Thogata weavers
manufactured coloured fabrics while sale prepared white
calico-cloth as mentioned in Rayarekha of Alvakonda.10
Kurnis originally weavers of wool took up weaving of cotton
and sitk fabrics.103 On the borders of TartftfNadu in Chittoor
district there were Kaikkolars (Sengundam Mudaliars) the
weavers par excellence. They were said to have been
enjoying certain privilages such as Tandu and Sangu,
conferred upon them by the Government.11 The weaving
communities have separate quarters in the village.12 The
master weavers used to carry cloth to the weekly markets
or Santas.13 There were famous centres for cloth production
in Rayalaseema. Jammalamadugu, Tadiparthi,
Dharmavaram, Alvakonda, Adavani, Gooty and Bellary were
some of them.14 The course cloth was available in all the
places. The weaving communities had their craft guilds
basing on the castes. Kula Setti was the head of the Sreni
or guilds. Vamanur in Cuddapah district had a weavers
guild.15 In addition to the Sudra castes like Thogata, Sale,
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